STATE OF INDIANA)

                               SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

The December 6, 2021, regular meeting of the Clay County Commissioners was called to order by President Paul Sinders at 9:00 a.m.  Those present included Commissioners Paul Sinders, Bryan Allender, and Marty Heffner. Also attending was Eric Somheil, Attorney for the County Executive. Jennifer M Flater made a record of the proceedings to wit:

Bryan Allender led the Pledge to the Flag followed with prayer by Marty Heffner. 

A motion to approve the November 1, 2021, regular meeting minutes, November 15, 2021, special meeting minutes and November 22, 2021, special meeting minutes, was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0. 

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF HUMANE SOCIETY CONTRACT
Paul stated he and the Sheriff have met with the Humane Society quarterly and the meetings have gone very well. The 2022 contract is for $31,000.00 and states to continue with quarterly meetings. 

Motion to approve the 2022 Animal Control Contract was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF OPENING QUOTES FOR DEMOLITION OF ALABAMA STREET PROPERTY
Eric opened three quotes for the demolition of the Alabama Street property: 1. L & M Excavating $15,000.00,      2. Wallace Environmental Services LLC $5,750.00, 3. Knust Excavating $15,300.00. 
Motion to approve Wallace Environmental Services LLC for $5,750.00 was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF 2022 HIGHWAY BIDS
The bids were opened and read aloud by Eric Somheil and are available for public inspection in the Auditor’s office.  Paul thanked everyone who put in a bid with Clay County. The Commissioner’s will take the bids under advisement. 

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF COUNTY COUNCIL DISTRICTS

Paul stated every ten years the Council Districts have to be reviewed to see if any needs to be revised following a census. Districts 3 and 4 will remain the same while Districts 1 and 2 will have a change. The Commissioners Districts will remain the same. These changes will take effect today.

Motion to suspend the rules for Ordinance 12-2021 was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

Motion to approve Ordinance 12-2021 Establishing County Council Districts was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

Motion to suspend the rules for Ordinance 13-2021 was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

Motion to approve Ordinance 13-2021 Establishing County Commissioners Districts was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF TITLE VI PLAN
Rob Gambill, EMA Director, presented the Title VI Implementation Plan to the Commissioners for their consideration. Rob explained the County is required to submit a plan every three years to ensure all buildings are compliant. Although the Commissioners approved the original plan in April, Rob presented the updated Plan with a few minor changes so that the Commissioners can approve the contract annually in December.
Motion to approve the Clay County Title VI Implementation Plan as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.
IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF CONTRACT WITH PURDUE FOR EXTENSION OFFICE
Paul Sinders presented the 2022 Extension Office Contract for $ 79,760.00. This is an annual renewal contract dated January 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022.

Motion to approve the 2022 Extension Office Contract was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0. 
IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS COPIER LEASE
Andrew Gauer, with Gordon Flesch, presented the 60 month lease agreement for Community Corrections Department. The new copier will have a few added features and hopefully will be installed in the next few weeks.
Motion to approve the Community Corrections 60 month copier lease as presented was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION RECORDERS OFFICE COPIER LEASE
Andrew Gauer, with Gordon Flesch, presented the 60 month lease agreement for Recorder’s Office. The new copier will have a few added features and hopefully will be installed in the next few weeks.

Motion to approve the Recorder’s Office 60 month copier lease as presented was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF BROAD BAND RESOLUTION

Paul presented Resolution 13-2021 Joint Resolution of Board of Commissioners and Council of Clay County, Indiana Allocating Matching Funds for Next Level Connections Broadband Grant Program. Josh Zwerner, with Joink, discussed Next Level Connections competitive grant with a 65/35 split. The State will be accepting applications until January 20, 2022 and will make a determination by April 20, 2022. The County portion will be $866,158.00, Joink will be $153,625.00, and the State will be $ 1,893,883.00.
Motion to approve Resolution 13-2021 as presented was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF CONINUATION OF TOWER ROAD

Paul stated an individual had purchased property on County Road 50 E. There is confusion whether the road is actually CR 50 E or Tower Road.  To eliminate the confusion, the Commissioners decided the road should be named Tower Road in the Clay County Mapping System. Once the E911 director changes the map the Auditor’s Office and Highway department will sync their maps and the changes will be on the public site.

Motion to approve Resolution 14-2021 as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Paul Sinders. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF NON-PROFIT CONTRACTS

Eric stated he has prepared 4 contracts for Non Profit groups that Clay County assists. They are as follows: Clay County Council on Aged & Aging INC. (Brazil Senior Citizens); Child –Adult Resource Services INC.; Clay County Historical Society, INC.; and Clay County 4-H INC. 
Motion to approve the 4 Non Profit Contracts as presented was made by Bryan Allender and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0. 
IN THE MATTER OF COMMISSIONERS APPOINTMENTS FOR 2022
All of these appointments are for 2022 from January 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022.

Alcohol Beverage Commission—Daryl Andrews

Clay County Redevelopment Commission—Tom Ames, Jan Howell, and Fred Nevils

District Planning Council—Bryan Allender

Emergency Management Director—Rob Gambill

Head Custodian for Courthouse and Justice Center—Annette Walden 

Head Maintenance at the Justice Center—Tony Bowles

Highway Supervisor—Brad Stultz

Personnel Administration Committee—Paul Sinders

Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals—Bryan Culver and Joe Milner

Thrive West Central—Paul Sinders

Western Indiana Workforce Development Board—Marty Heffner

Motion to approve the above listed appointments as presented was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Bryan Allender. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION OF CALENDARS FOR 2022
Auditor Jennifer Flater explained the Commissioners are now able to approve all the dates for 2022. The Commissioners were presented with Commissioner Meetings, claims meetings, payroll dates, additional appropriations, Drainage Board, and Holiday closings. After discussion it was determined that the County will not receive a half day off on December 30th, 2022.
Motion to approve the 2022 Meeting dates as presented was made by Paul Sinders and seconded by Marty Heffner. Motion carried 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
During the public comments at the Commissioners meeting several individuals spoke out about the potential jail expansion. There were a lot of concerns with how the ICE program is handled. Several questions about transparency, how many Clay County inmates are housed verses ICE detainees, and what will happen with the new federal administration. Those that spoke were Clay County citizens Zachary Sneddon and Robert Dodson, and Mori and Kayla with Cosecha Indiana.
IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Marty Heffner and seconded by Bryan Allender.  Motion carried 3-0.
Clay County Commissioners 

Attest:

Clay County Auditor

